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CREED-WHAT WE BELIEVE – Part 2 of 9/24/19 talk
“In the Church, it is always about an hour after sunrise. The sun has just come
up. Mary Magdalene is running down the path to tell the apostles that the tomb is
empty. Jesus has been raised from the dead and we have work to do: To proclaim
the glory of Jesus’ resurrection and to live this life of mystery and of faith.”
Jesus, the Answer to All of Life’s Questions
Again, it's such an honor to be here at Saint Dennis. I was here for the Festival Mass back
at the end of July. And, that was outside. So, I've never yet said Mass here in your
church. But what a beautiful parish you have, and what great priests and what beautiful
people. So, I know you're working hard to really evangelize and catechize and give
witness to your faith, and I just want to give you kudos and just tell you I'm praying for
you and cheering you on. Because, imagine if each one of us -- if each baptized Catholic
went to Mass every Sunday, went to confession once a month, prayed for ten minutes a
day, threw $15 in the collection, got involved in one thing -- imagine how different the
world would be if every baptized Catholic was evangelized, on fire, awake with the Holy
Spirit and filled with the zeal to spread that faith to others. What an amazing difference
that would be! We do that, perhaps, one person at a time. But really, when we study the
faith, it gives us, I think, both the competence and the confidence to articulate that faith to
others. So that when somebody asks you a question, you can have the competence and
confidence to answer that with love and mercy.
So, reflecting on Jesus. Jesus for us, then, is the answer to all of our questions about life.
Jesus is our Lord and Savior, our master and brother, our teacher, the son of God, the son
of Mary, the alpha and the omega, the beginning and the end. He is the source and
summit of God's revelation to us. And we can ask ourselves, "Why do we remain
Christian? Why are you still Catholic? Why do I pray? Why do we go to Mass?"
On some level, the only answer to those questions that makes sense is because we have
come to know the truth and love of Jesus Christ and that we have experienced His power
and His salvation and His mercy. That He is not simply this wonderful person that lived
two thousand years ago, but that He is alive and risen and dwells in our midst and dwells
within us. And, that He is our ultimate reference point about what it means to be human.
So, Jesus is everything for us.

We talk about the wonder of His incarnation, the mystery of Christmas. And then, we
think of the astonishing fact that for thirty years of Jesus' 33-year life, He essentially lives
in obscurity, works as a carpenter, so tradition says, does no public preaching, does no
miracles -- simply lives a seemingly ordinary human life. I find that profoundly beautiful,
because in embracing a seemingly ordinary human life, He lifts up for us all the
seemingly ordinary parts of our lives. You know that most of our days are kind of partly
cloudy, aren't they? I mean, nothing really great is going on, on the surface. Most of the
time nothing really bad is going on; but, I mean, life on most days doesn't really rev us up
that much. I mean, we know that it should, but a lot of days we just kind of slog through
the day. We go to work. We pick up our children. We make supper. We change diapers.
We do a thousand and one things. And embracing all of that, Jesus says to us all of that
which seems ordinary to you is actually extraordinary. And, it's fraught with grace, and
it's filled with possibility. So when we do the smallest of things with love for God and for
others; when we do the smallest of sacrifices; when we do something that we don't
necessarily want to do, but we do it anyway because it's the right thing -- then, in all of
those moments God identifies with us. And, it's that path of holiness.
It's one of the reasons I like Saint Therese of Lisieux so much -- her “little way.” She did
nothing extraordinary. And when she lay dying in the convent from tuberculosis at the
age of 24, she overheard some of the other nuns saying, "When Therese dies, what are we
going to say about her, because she didn't do anything?"
But, she's one of the most popular saints in the Church today, because what she teaches
us is: It's smiling when you don't want to smile; it's being kind to the elderly, cranky nun
in the cell next to you; it's going to a dark chapel at four in the morning and praying -and going there joyfully.
Translate that into your own life. You know, it's eating leftovers the third day in a row.
It's putting up with all the little foibles of your spouse and your children and your parents.
It's putting up with a migraine headache when the show has to go on. It's in all those little
things that we've an opportunity to love God, and that's what we see in Jesus' hidden life.
That we venerate that hidden life.
But then at the age of 30, Jesus begins his public ministry. And, He's baptized in the
power of the Holy Spirit by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. And, He emerges from
that water, and it says in Mark's Gospel, that the sky is torn open and this voice says,
"This is my beloved Son. Listen to Him." And a dove appears. Jesus is anointed in the
Spirit and is identified as the beloved Son of the Father.

Ponder that in light of our own baptism. That on the day of our baptism the heavens were
torn open and we heard a voice from heaven say, "This is my beloved daughter. This is
my beloved son." That in baptism we are plugged into Jesus' relationship with the Father.
But it all begins with Jesus' baptism, his ministry.
Then He's driven out to the desert, faces temptations. And all those temptations are
essentially to use His divine powers for Himself and not for the mission. The devil says,
"You're hungry; turn these stones into bread." The devil says, "You're the Son of God;
throw yourself down and worship me, and you'll have all the power of this world."
Jesus’ temptations remind us that power, human power, disconnected from love and
service, becomes demonic. But the power that God gives us only fulfills its mission and
purpose when it's connected to love and to the mission of the Kingdom. And so, Jesus
keeps His eyes and His heart and His entire life fixed on the mission that He has been
given. And so, too, we are called to do.
Temptation, in a sense, returns again at the end when Jesus faces His agony in the garden
and the horror of the cross. But there, again, "Father, not my will but yours be done." So,
we see Jesus as the ultimate, obedient Son. Obedient even unto death.
And then in the Gospels, we see the beauty and the passion and the purpose of Jesus'
mission and his ministry. That He heals the sick. He raises the dead. He forgives sinners.
He multiplies bread and fish to feed the hungry crowd. He blesses little children. That
everything He does is to heal people and to draw them back into wholeness and to draw
them back into relationship with God -- to put together the broken pieces. And we see
that over and over and over again.
As the Divine Physician, it's as if He sits down with every person and says, "Tell me
where it hurts."
So, salvation looks differently for the paralyzed man, as it does for the sinful woman, as
it does for the man born blind, as it does for the little children, as it does for the hungry
crowd. And in Jesus' preaching, He reveals the Kingdom. So, it's in Jesus' action that He
acts out the mercy and salvation of God. And, it's in Jesus' preaching that He proclaims
the Good News. He proclaims that the long reign of sin and death is ended, and He
unleashes the Kingdom of God into human history.
We can never get enough of studying the Gospels, because we see there that Jesus is
constantly drawing people into relationship with Him -- and especially those that are
most marginalized and condemned. So, if Jesus went to a party, I can't help but think that

He'd go to the wallflowers who aren't dancing. He'd go to the people that no one is
talking to. He'd go to the ones that are overlooked or ignored and draw them in and pull
them in.
We see in Jesus’ ministry this unleashing of God's heart and the power of His mercy. He
does so in a way that is so astonishing and with such authority that it presents a challenge
to the religious leaders of His day. And, who can really blame them? I mean, the
Pharisees and the leaders of the people are criticized, in a sense, in the Gospels for not
believing in Christ. But, He introduced a whole new way of understanding God and of
understanding Himself as the Son of God. So when Jesus is crucified, His crime in the
eyes of the Jewish leaders is that of blasphemy -- that He has made himself to be God.
But for us who have believed that He is who He says He is, it makes all the difference in
the world.
So, I invite you sometime in the next 24 hours to ponder how have you experienced the
tender, loving mercy of Christ. And, how would you speak that to someone in your life
who perhaps has fallen away from the Church or someone who is living in despair, or
somebody that's just really lost and broken. How would you articulate your experience of
Jesus to them in such a way that it's invitational and transformational -- that you, perhaps,
are the witness to draw them in: "Here's what Jesus did for me; let me tell you about
that."
For me, the Eucharist is my most profound encounter with Christ, as it is for us as
Catholics. It's funny; when I celebrate Mass, sometimes the host feels as light as a
feather. Sometimes it feels very heavy. But I feel when I'm holding the host, I'm holding
the Body of Christ. And in a sense, isn't that the whole world? Isn't that the fullness of
God?
Jesus loves us enough that He gives us His word. He heals us. He feeds us with His Body
and Blood. When we think of the enormity of God's love and mystery for us poured out
in Jesus, all we can do is live our life in praise, love and thanksgiving in response to that
divine initiative.
So at the end, what happens? He enters into Jerusalem in triumph. And within a few days,
He is condemned to death. But before that, He celebrates the Last Supper and He washes
the apostles’ feet. And those two actions are intrinsically linked, because in both of them
we see this divine humility: God pouring Himself out for us.

Jesus, the Unique Christian Claim
When I was in high school, I took four years of Latin. And, I loved studying Latin, but I
didn't like studying Greek and Roman mythology because I always thought, “Just a waste
of time. Why do I need to know the names of all these gods and what they did? And, it's
all made up, anyway.” But when I think about it, the Roman and Greek gods were always
manipulating humanity, using humans on earth in order to get their own selfish way. So
in Roman and Greek mythology, the human person is kind of this puppet on a string that
the gods kind of control and use and abuse for their own selfish ends.
Contrast that with Christ. Christ comes not to manipulate us, but to set us free. Christ
comes not to fool us into initially serving him in some sort of oppressive way; He serves
us -- God comes to serve us and to save us.
And we see that both in the foot washing and in the Eucharist. Scott Peck, who wrote
“The Road Less Traveled,” talks about the foot washing as the Holy Thursday revolution.
Because in that moment, Jesus, in essence, subverted the whole sinful social order. If
before that, the point of life was to try to get to the top and to try to be powerful, now the
point is to try to get to the bottom and to be the servant and to wash the feet. And we see
that same thing in the Eucharist that Jesus gives his Body and Blood to feed us; He pours
Himself out for us. When we ponder the humility of Christ, we come to discover the
greatness of God's love for us.
I loved washing feet in the Dominican Republic when I did mission work. Because when
you wash feet in the United States on Holy Thursday, everybody getting their feet
washed, washed their feet at home before they came to Mass, right? (laughter) So, I'm
going to get my foot washed, I have to wash it first, right? So when you wash the feet,
there's never anything in there except, you know, some threads or something from a sock,
perhaps. When I washed feet in the Dominican Republic, the water was filthy. Because,
these people had walked barefoot for miles to come to Church. There was something very
gritty and real about that, and I couldn't help but think “that's how it was when Jesus did
it.” This was dirty, messy, humbling work -- the work of a slave. And the Son of God
gets down on his hands and knees to subvert the sinfully established order and to show us
the greatness of service. So, what He does at the foot washing is what He does at the
Eucharist, which is what He does the next day on the cross. And that is, to completely
pour Himself out for us.

The Significance of the Crucifix
We can never pass a Crucifix with indifference. Because when you think about it, on the
cross Jesus embraces everything within us that's scary, that's dark, that's sinful, that's
broken, that's dead. And think about the weight, think about the enormous weight of
human sin and suffering from the beginning of the world until the end of the world.
Think about the weight of that! It's that weight that Jesus embraced when He picked up
the cross and carried it up the hill and laid himself to die for us. To die for us!
So when we realize that Jesus exchanged His life for ours, that He who never sinned
became sin so that we who were trapped in sin could be set free, it breaks our hearts
open. That's why the saints would weep when they contemplated the Crucifix, because
we see here the power, the overwhelming power, of God's love poured out in this selfemptying way. Jesus is stripped, thrown down on the cross and nailed, and put to death.
The Cross as Jesus’ Marriage Bed
I love to think of the cross as Jesus' marriage bed, because it was on the cross that He laid
Himself down body, soul, mind and heart, and gave himself to His bride, the Church--to
His spouse. So whenever I preach at a wedding I always say that, and then I say, "It
means that marriage is a little bit like crucifixion." Right? (laughter) And everybody
that's married nods their head, and says, "I agree." Right? But it is, isn't it? Because when
you get married, something must die so that something greater can come to life. And
what must die is this autonomous, self-directed, individualized self. And what rises to life
are these two souls, hearts and minds intertwined around Christ and intertwined around
each other. It's the Paschal Mystery. So, we proclaim marriage as a sacrament because, in
every marriage we see in this husband and wife a visible, external, sacramental
expression of Christ's love for the Church -- this marriage that is consummated on the
cross. And so, the cross, for us, is everything. It means that God identifies completely
with our suffering.
Why Do Catholics Have the Body of Jesus on the Cross?
My videos this past week were on suffering. And in one of them, I talked about "Why do
Catholics still have the body of Jesus on the cross?" Protestants always simply have the
cross. We, as Catholics, have a crucifix.
And Protestants have said to me, "Why do you do that? Jesus is risen; He's not on the
cross anymore."

Well in one sense, He isn't. But in another sense, He is. Because, we believe that because
the Body of Christ is attached to Jesus as the head, that Jesus suffers in us until the end of
the world. That because He loves us, He suffers with us in the power of the cross.
Why is There Suffering?
I think one of the greatest human questions is: “Why is there suffering?” People ask us,
as priests, "Why did my 10-year-old son die of cancer?" "Why was my little girl hit by a
drunken driver?" "Why did my marriage end?" "Why can't I find somebody to marry?"
And all of those fundamental questions that put us up against the wall of suffering. And,
there's no direct answer to that question.
But the ultimate answer is that in the cross Jesus identifies with our suffering, and He
suffers with us. And so, we have that mysterious passage in Paul's Letter to the
Colossians where he says, "I fill up on my own sufferings what is lacking in the
sufferings of Christ for the sake of His body, the Church." When you first hear that, it
sounds heretical. I mean, how could Christ's suffering not be perfect? How could there be
something lacking? But, what Saint Paul is saying there is that Jesus allows us to unite
our sufferings with His so that we become co-redeemers of the world with Him. Then I
can add my little drop of suffering to the ocean of His and find meaning and purpose in it.
It's as simple as the nuns telling us to offer it up when we were kids, right? And it's as
hard as embracing the Cross and living the passion and purpose of that.
The Cornerstone of our Faith, the Resurrection of Jesus, Risen in Bodily Form
As Christians then, we're convinced that, against every expectation, on Easter Sunday
morning Jesus Christ rises from the dead. Jesus Christ rises from the dead! And for us
then, as Christians, it's the Resurrection of Jesus that is the cornerstone of our faith. It's
the center of everything. And we organize the whole liturgical year with Easter as the
ultimate celebration, but every Sunday is a mini-Easter. So we come to Mass every
Sunday to proclaim once again the astonishing news that the tomb is empty, and Jesus
Christ has been raised. And because of Jesus rising from the dead, our sins are forgiven;
and, death no longer has the ultimate claim on us -- but that we are promised to eternal
life.
It's interesting: In all the resurrection narratives, the Gospel authors make a point of
saying that “Jesus has risen in his bodily form.” That He's not just this spirit. He's not just
this illusion in the apostles' minds and hearts. That Mary Magdalene actually touches
Him. That He eats a piece of fish in front of his apostles in Luke’s Gospel.

So the resurrection of Jesus is not simply, totally spiritual, nor is it the resuscitation of a
corpse. He doesn't go back to His former life. There's something qualitatively different
about the risen body of Jesus. He appears and disappears at will, and yet there's a
corporeality, there's a bodily-ness: He shows his wounds to Thomas. So to me, that says
that Jesus has been raised in the spirit, but He's brought with him into the new creation
our humanity, our bodily humanity. That's why for us, we're not just spirit, but we're
spirit and flesh. We're soul and body; we're incarnate spirits. And, the body matters. It's
when we see the Church's teaching on life or sexuality or social justice, all of that is
because salvation is not just about what happens to us in the next life, but it's about living
abundantly here and now the life that Christ wants for us -- the life that He means for us.
So, our embodied-ness is not an accident, but it's been raised up into the new creation of
the resurrection.
The Great Commission-Be Disciple Makers!
And then, Jesus ascends to heaven. Before that, what are His final words? "Go into the
whole world, proclaim the Gospel to every creature, and make disciples of all nations."
We call that “The Great Commission.” And, it's the power of those words. It's the
directive, the urgency of those words that forms for us today the essence of the new
evangelization: that we're called to be disciples, and we're called to make disciples. And
so, Jesus says, "This is your task. Now, go to Jerusalem. Go to the upper room. Pray
intensively for nine days, and I will send you the Holy Spirit."
So, we have God the Father who is the Creator; God the Son who is the Redeemer, God
the Holy Spirit who was sent forth on Pentecost to give birth to the Church and to anoint
those first followers of Jesus to go out and to proclaim the Gospel.
Bishop Hying Loves Confirmations!
As a bishop, my favorite task is to confirm. I love doing confirmations. I love rubbing the
chrism into our young people's heads at that moment. I love looking into their eyes when
the Holy Spirit enters them. I love asking them why they chose the saint that they did.
And I'm glad I love it, because I've got about 75,000 more to go before I'm dead, I think.
(laughter) But, every single one I try to do as if it's my first one. Because for that person
being confirmed, it's their first and only one. So I want to do every one exactly as if it's
the only one -- because, it's their only one.

Pondering Pentecost & the Holy Spirit
Because of that, I ponder Pentecost often. And I would have loved to have been a fly on
the wall in the upper room on the morning of Pentecost. What happened up there? We
know the Holy Spirit arrived in the form of wind and flame. But, did their hair catch on
fire? Did they get thrown against the wall? What were they thinking? What were they
feeling? Acts of the Apostles doesn't tell us, but we see the difference that the Holy Spirit
makes. Before the Holy Spirit arrives, those first followers of Jesus are silent about their
experience of the risen Christ. They're disunited. They're not certain what to do next.
Simon Peter goes back to fishing, because it's what he knows. And, they're just kind of
listless.
After they're anointed in the Spirit, they know exactly what to do. They are united. They
are courageous. They are articulate, and they go out into the streets of Jerusalem and
preach and proclaim for the very first time (that) Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is the
new meaning of human history as the Savior of the world. And the power of that
proclamation is so effective that Acts of the Apostles says 3,000 people were baptized
that day in an explosion of the Holy Spirit. And so, the Church begins.
The Church is for everybody
So we move from the Father to the Son to the Spirit to the Mystery of the Church -- the
Church as the Communion of Saints; the Church as the Body of Christ; the Church as the
Baptized assembly; the Church as this New Covenant that is now open to all people. So
the word “catholic” means universal, which gets to the heart that the Church was for
everybody, because Christ was for everybody. We see in Acts of the Apostles that
fundamental conflict between Paul and Peter. Peter, as a very good Jew, sees the whole
Christ event as the fulfillment of Judaism. And, his point of view is that you have to
become a Jew. So, if you're not a Jew, you have to become a Jew first, and then become a
baptized Christian.
Paul says, "No; this is something different -- that everyone is invited into this new
covenant, into this new relationship."
Who wins? Peter or Paul? Paul obviously, right? Otherwise, we wouldn't be here. I think
we're all Gentiles, right? Interesting. Peter was the one chosen by Christ. Paul never knew
Jesus in the flesh. Peter was one of the twelve apostles; Paul persecuted the Church. You
see the humility of Peter that he steps aside and says to Paul, "You're right. This is what
the Spirit is calling us to do."

So the Church, founded by Jesus, anointed by the Holy Spirit: its mission is to proclaim
the Gospel and to bring all people into this new relationship with God, through Jesus
Christ, through preaching the Gospel, celebrating the sacraments, and living this new life
of communion.
The Four Marks of the Church: One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic
The four marks of the Church are that the Church is One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic.
Church is one, as God is one. So, we are called to live this radical unity in Christ. And
when we look at all the divisions in the world today, when we look at all of the fights in
our country today, my fear is some of that is spilled into the Church, because we see
divisions in the Church, don't we? We see Christians attacking each other. We see people
in the Church attacking each other. If we are all united in Jesus in the fullness of his truth
and his revelation, we are one as God is one. And we can never forget that. So in Jesus'
great priestly prayer in John's Gospel, He prays that his followers will always be one -the great priestly prayer for unity.
The Church is Holy, not because we're so great, but because God is great. And holiness is
to God what humanness is to us. Holiness is God's nature. And He shares with us his
nature so that, through our life in Christ in the Church, we become holy. That is, we are
filled with God. Isn't that extraordinary? That God loves us so much that He wants us to
become increasingly like Him. So when He looks at us, He's looking to a mirror and He
sees the beauty of his own divinity reflected in our holiness that He has placed there. So,
our whole discipleship path is to become Holy as God is Holy, so the Church is Holy -composed of sinners, and yet Holy because She is the bride of Christ and the Body of
Christ.
The Church is Catholic, as I said, a world that means universal. So the shocking thing
about the early Christian church is that it was open to everybody. Slaves could become
members, as well as the wealthy. People of every race could be members. It didn't matter.
Religion was no longer connected to one ethnicity or one social class; we're all in this
Church together. The unity of Christ overcomes all of our differences.
In one of my parishes there was a woman who was about as politically liberal as you
could get who always sat next to this man who was about as politically conservative as
you could ever get. And, they didn't know each other's political affiliations. But I thought,
only Jesus Christ could bring these two people together, sitting in the same pew who
probably disagree on just about everything, but agree that Jesus is Lord. And so the

Catholic Church is this motley collection of humanity. I mean, we're part of that, that
motley-ness. He loves us, and He's called us into the mystery and wonder of the Church.
And finally, the Church is Apostolic, because She's founded on the apostolic witness of
the Apostles. We can believe in the truth of Jesus crucified and risen, because the
Apostles experienced that and have passed it on to us. So our faith is Apostolic and the
Church is Apostolic. To me, the greatest proof of Jesus' resurrection is the fact that, with
the exception of Saint John, all the Apostles suffered death as martyrs for proclaiming the
resurrection of Christ. I don't know about you, but I wouldn't die for a lie. I wouldn't give
my life for a myth. I wouldn't sacrifice my human existence for a deception. So the fact
that these people were willing to die for what they believed? It's a remarkable thing. And
so, our faith is Apostolic.
Why Do I Need the Church or Religion? “Yes to Jesus but no to the Church?”
Many people today would say -- everybody would agree, that you can't have the Church
without Jesus. That's self-evident. But a lot of people today would say, "I can have Jesus
without the Church." Or, "Yes to Jesus; no to the Church." "Yes, to the Gospel; no to the
Catechism." "Yes, to a personal relationship with the Lord; but this institution? It just has
too much baggage, too many barnacles, too much history, too many issues."
For us as Catholics, it can never be an “either/or.” It's always a, a “both/and.” So, it's the
head and the body; it's Jesus and the Church; it's Scripture and tradition; it's Scripture and
the Sacraments; it's the Body and the Soul. Catholicism is always a “both/and.” It's
celebrating and fasting; it's the glory of Easter and the discipline of Lent. It's always
saying “yes” to both. And so for us, we can never have the fullness of the experience of
Jesus without the Church.
So when people ask me, 'Why do you love the Church so much?' I always say, "The
Church is my mother. The Church gave birth to me in baptism. Church feeds me with
Jesus' Body and Blood. The Church forgives me my sins. The Church proclaims the
Gospel to me. The Church tells me the truth even when I don't want to hear it. The
Church will be there when I die, as the Church was there when I was born."
The Church Is Always New
And the Church then, born from the side of Christ, is always new. I said in my
installation homily that, "In the Church it's always just about an hour after sunrise. The
sun has just come up and Mary Magdalene is running down the path to tell the Apostles
that the tomb is empty, and Jesus has been raised from the dead. And, we have work to

do: to proclaim the glory of Jesus' Resurrection and to live this communion of life in a
faith."
Four Last Things: Heaven, Hell, Purgatory & Final Judgment
So, I just thank you for your discipleship and your witness and the power of your love for
Christ. When we go on into the Creed, we also think of the four last things, which are:
heaven, hell, purgatory and final judgment. Right? Things we think about in November
when we pray for the dead. We know that this life is brief and that in just a few years,
even if we live to be a hundred years old, what is that in the light of eternity? So, it
means, relatively speaking, in about fourteen minutes I'm going to be standing before the
judgment seat of Christ, and He's going to ask me, "What did you do with your life? Did
you live it for Christ? Did you give it away as a gift? Did you make it a sacrifice? Did
you love God in other people? Did you become the person that God wanted you to be?
Or, did you just comfortably, quietly live it for yourself?" It's really one or the other. So,
we just have these few brief years.
In the Middle Ages, monks in monasteries and probably cloistered nuns, as well, would
always have a skull on the table in the refectory. How's that for losing your appetite?
Maybe that's why they stayed thin. But the point of that was to always keep death before
your eyes -- not in a macabre sort of way, not in a soul-destroying sort of way, but in a
life-giving sort of way -- to remind us how brief this life is and how it's in this moment
that we've been given grace.
So when we contemplate death... Death for a Christian is not the end; it's the
transformation of our life into Christ. It's the birthing process into eternal life. We fear
death on a human level, because of the unknown. But on a spiritual level, death, in a
sense, is the final passage into that relationship with the Lord that will endure forever. So
when we die, we don't fall into this dark abyss. We don't fall into this nameless death. We
fall into the glorious light of Christ.
Purgatory in Particular
Catholics have always believed in Purgatory. And a lot of people have issues with
Purgatory, they have hang-ups with Purgatory. I don't know why, because I think
Purgatory is one of the greatest things that God could have given us. Purgatory means I
don't have to be perfect when I die. That when I die, God isn't finished with us yet; that
He's going to perfect us and take away from us after death anything that is not of Him.
So, when I go into the wedding feast, I'm wearing the garment. And there's nothing in me
that is not of God. So, Purgatory is that process by which we are cleansed of sin and, in

God's mercy, we can pray for each other. We can pray for the souls in Purgatory, and the
power of our prayer helps them. That grace of prayer is poured throughout the body, so
that we are purified to enter into the wedding feast.
Heaven
And we probably don't preach about heaven enough or think about it enough. So, imagine
heaven-- I mean, a lot of people kind of come up with this boring description of heaven
that you're floating around on a cloud. You're watching angels go by playing a harp.
You're eating angel food cake (laughter) or whatever, whatever it is. I mean, is that worth
giving your life for? I don't think so. Think of heaven this way: heaven is the ultimate
fulfillment of our relationship with God that we will be caught up in the ecstasy of loving
God, that we will stand in the Light of the Holy Trinity forever. Forever. Forever! So a
thousand, million, billion years from now, we'll still be there. Forever. So if that's our
goal, then everything in this short life should be ordered to that goal and to bring as many
people with us as we possibly can.
Final Judgment & Hell
And the final judgment: my vision of that is I'm going to die, I'm going to come into a
room. God's going to come in -- I used to say with a videotape; now it's that he'd come in
with God's cellphone, I think (laughter). Right? Things have evolved. And I imagine
myself watching a visualization of my entire life in the presence of God. Imagine
watching your whole life with God: that everything we have said, done and thought we
do in the Light of God. And I'm going to see there the moments when I rose to greatness.
I'm going to see my sin. I'm going to see the moments that I'm proud of; I'm going to see
the moments that I'm shameful of. And God is going to speak His word over my life.
Today the kind of the popular way to think of it is that God is nice, and no matter what I
do in this life, in the end He's going to let us all in. Because God is merciful. He IS
merciful, but God also doesn't force us into something that we don't want. So if a person
has fully lived their life rejecting God, pushing God away, not wanting to be part of God,
God isn't going to force heaven on anybody. It's like, have you ever been to a party… you
get to a party, and you're there five minutes. It's the wrong people; it's the wrong music.
You're not in the right mood. You want to get out of there. That's what heaven would be
for somebody who has categorically, completely, freely, fully, rejected God. So God
sends no one to hell, but we have the freedom to create our own hell on earth. And if that
continues, it carries over into eternity. This Sunday's Gospel is the parable of the rich
man and Lazarus, Scriptural proof of what I'm talking about. Church has never said

anyone is in hell; but it's always said that, in the end, we have the freedom to choose life
or death, heaven or hell, God or the Evil one. And when somebody asks Jesus, "Is the
road to life narrow or wide? Or, are they many in number who will be saved?"
His response is, "Try to come in through the narrow gate. Many will try but will not be
strong enough. How rough the road, how difficult the path that leads to life. How wide
the road and how easy the road that leads to destruction."
That shouldn't scare us, but it should inspire us to rise to greatness, then become the saint
that God has called us to be.

