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Shared Quest Deepens Faith and Friendships
Saint Dennis Parish and Belize have
shared a special connection over the
past few years that has been solidified
through mission trips, fundraising events
and friendships made. This summer, the
mission group from Saint Dennis put on
an amazing Cave Quest Vacation Bible
School for the students at Saint Joseph’s
in Belize. Students were transported to a
world of caves and spelunking, all while
seeing how Jesus is truly the “Light of
the World.” Much collaboration was done
between our Faith Formation leaders and
the Belize team to come up with activities,
crafts and songs to bring to Belize. The
result was a hands-on, faith building
experience that was truly enjoyed by the
Belizean children. The personal connections that were
made between the children and our Belize team were
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Two months later, on August 7 - 9, we ran our very
own version of Cave Quest Vacation Bible School here
at Saint Dennis. Twenty-five middle and high school
students stepped up to be counselors (Cave Crew) and
went to training sessions throughout the summer so
they could be prepared. These young leaders inspired
and connected with our participants as they learned
about Jesus and his importance in our lives. Several
members of the Belize team shared their expertise
and donated their time to run stations and prepare
materials for this spelunking adventure. Their help was
invaluable! (Please see VBS on page 11.)

From Father Randy
Missionary Disciples are Continuous Learners
As knowledge grows, love grows. The more we know about
a person the more we want to spend time with and develop a
friendship. Similarly, the more we know about our faith and our
relationship with Jesus the more we will come to love what Jesus
loves.

Are you growing in your faith? What have you done in the last
four months that gives evidence of your desire to strengthen your
faith? Are you doing some daily spiritual reading even if it is to
read one page a day of the Bible or some other spiritual book?

A resource that is gaining popularity nationwide is FORMED
www.formed.org. It is an online type of ‘Catholic Netflix’ which provides a wide range of children’s
movies, featured programs and strong content. The most visited page is ‘opening the word’ which
provides a 10-minute video teaching on the readings for Sunday Mass. There is also an app to download.
I have also begun to post short videos that I have found helpful.
Also, know that faith sharing groups will again be starting up this fall or join me and many others on
Friday mornings from 9:15 am - 10:30 am to dive into the upcoming scripture readings.
Know your faith to grow your faith.
Peace,

Formed: The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Please enjoy this free subscription to Formed.org, where you can stream hundreds of hours of
inspiring movies and video series, read bestselling Catholic ebooks and listen to audio presentations
from the Church’s most compelling speakers!
Start enjoying your gift:
•

Go to Formed.org

•

Enter our Parish Code: C24NMQ

•

Create a personal account

Small Groups Starting

Are you looking for something more in your life?

Do you yearn for a deeper relationship with God?
We have men’s and women’s groups that meet on a weekly basis. The focus of these small groups
is prayer, scripture, forming a stronger relationship with God and with the small group. It is a lifechanging experience! If you are interested in joining a small group, please contact Pat Hendrickson
at phendrickson@stdennisparish.org or (608) 246-5124.
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A Visit with Cristian Lozada
Since moving to Wisconsin in early 2016, Cristian Lozada, a
seminarian with the Diocese of Madison, has called Saint Dennis
“home” during his breaks from his studies. Originally from the small
town of Charala, Colombia, Cristian accepted an invitation to come
to Wisconsin, attend seminary and prepare to serve as a priest of the
Diocese of Madison. Since his arrival, his studies have focused on
learning English - a completely new language for him. But now with
his English proficiency well underway, this fall he will begin his
theological studies (in English!) through Saint Francis Seminary.
Over the next four years of study, Cristian will continue to spend his breaks here at Saint Dennis,
giving our parish the opportunity to provide support and shelter as he continues to prepare for the
priesthood. While he jokes that his primary duty here at Saint Dennis is to rest, he has enjoyed helping
with tasks around the parish, serving Mass and visiting with students at the school. This summer, he spent
time working on his cooking and driving skills and played a little guitar for fun. He also participated in
the mission trip to Belize.
“The trip refreshed my spirit and my vocation,” shared Cristian. He was touched by the people of
Belize, but, more importantly, by the new relationships he formed with his fellow missionaries from
Saint Dennis, making his return to Wisconsin a true homecoming as he settles in to share in the life of
our community for years to come.
~ Kathy Markeland

Capital Recommendations to be Shared October 29
A Sanctuary Remodel and Campus Improvements Committee kick-off meeting took place July 9
with Groth Design Group architect and designer Paul Barribeau, who led a group discussion about the
Saint Dennis sanctuary design phase and other proposed campus improvements.
The centerpiece of the church sanctuary redesign and remodel is the moving of the tabernacle
from our Blessed Sacrament Chapel to a place of prominence in our church. Along with the tabernacle
relocation, the sanctuary platform will be reconfigured to allow for the centering of an immoveable
altar. This redesign brings the tabernacle, altar and baptismal font in-line with each other, reflecting the
Bishop’s directive that “Christ’s dwelling place be front and center in all churches, to add emphasis to
the Lord’s presence in the Eucharist.”
The committee has also suggested a reworking of the choir space, a redesign of the reredos (or back
wall) and replacement of the nave lighting. Other church and campus improvements could include:
updated church bathrooms, new church flooring, including the gathering space. Among many needed
items are new air conditioning equipment for the school gym and handicap access doors to the Parish
Center.
A design presentation to the congregation is planned for October 29 after the 10:45 am Mass.
~ Paul Stoffel

www.stdennisparish.org
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Parish Financial Report
As pastor, I give thanks to God for
your generosity this past year and am
confident in your investment in the future
of Saint Dennis. I am pleased to offer the
following observations:
Summary Statements
• The greatest source of parish income
is through envelope offerings.
Our
envelope contributions have maintained a
constant level from previous years.
• Our parish and school expenses have
seen a slight increase over the past fiscal
year and thus at year’s end we had a deficit
of $42,618 (2% of our overall income).
• Our giving beyond the regular
envelope and offertory to various parish
initiatives and diocesan appeals exceeded
$380,000. This is GOOD NEWS!
• Roger Howerton has recently joined
our finance office and can be reached at
businessmanager@stdennisparish.org or
call the parish office at (608) 246-5124.
Points to Ponder

Saint Dennis Congregation
July 2016 - June 2017
Total Ordinary Income

$

1,311,630

Other Income

$

72,784

Total Church Income $

1,384,414

(Envelopes, Offertory, Religious Ed, Fundraising, etc.)

(Auxiliary Income, Memorials, etc.)

School Income

$

(Tuition, Fees, Donations, Grants)

Other School Income

$

167,042

Total School Income $

901,377

(Parish Subsidy, Extended Care, School Lunch, etc.)

Total Income—Church & School $

Church Administration Expense

$

Other Church Expense

$

School Salary Expense

Total Church Expense $

• We are preparing for a funding campaign
in regards to our sanctuary redesign and facility
improvement needs in 2018!

177,422

1,165,414
997,936

165,059

Total School Expense $

1,162,995

Net Income $

(42,628)

Total Expenses—Church & School $

2,328,409

Saint Dennis Congregation
Gifts Beyond the Offertory 2016/17
Sponsor-A-Student School Scholarship

$

31,928

Educational Endowment

$

33,464

Belize—School Build Project

$

13,795

Solar Collector Panel Project

$

DIOCESE: Annual Catholic Appeal
DIOCESE: Priests for Our Future
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987,992

$

(School Admin., Instructional Expense, Plant Operations)

• We have no outstanding debt!!

Father Randy Timmerman

$

Other School Expense

• You can sign up for electronic giving
at www.stdennisparish.org/ways-to-give.

Peace,

2,285,791

(Wages, Benefits, Taxes, Insurance, Utilities, Bldg. Maint., Assessment, etc.)

(Wages, Benefits, Taxes, Insurance)

• Realize the importance of regular
giving through the parish envelope or use
of electronic giving as a means to automate
your regular gift to Saint Dennis.

734,335

Good News Quarterly

$
$

TOTAL $

42,670
76,129

182,646
380,632

The Empowering Gift of a Saint Dennis Catholic Education
There’s power in Catholic education – the power of truth, the power of impact, and the power to make
the world a better place. And there’s power in preserving it through our Catholic Educational Endowment.
What is the Saint Dennis Catholic Educational Endowment?
The Saint Dennis Catholic Educational Endowment was established in 1989 to support operations of
Saint Dennis Catholic School and the parish’s religious education programs. Today, the fund is housed
within the Catholic Diocese of Madison Foundation, Inc. (CDMF) and exceeds $750,000 in principal.
The principal, which is never spent, is invested and yields interest earnings each year that are
distributed according to the mission. At the end of 2016, more than $33,000 was available for Saint
Dennis education. The larger the principal, the more earnings that can be generated. The fund is a sound
way to support Catholic education into the future.
How can it grow?
Awareness of, and commitment to, our Catholic Educational Endowment Fund is the best hope for a
strong future. Please consider how you can contribute both now and in the future. A number of flexible
options exist:
• A special endowment envelope is included in the parish’s monthly envelope packets every February
and August.
• A one-time or recurring monthly gift is easy to make online: www.diocesemadisonfoundation.org
• The passing of a loved one provides the opportunity to name the “Saint Dennis Educational
Endowment Fund” in an obituary.
• When attending a funeral visitation at Saint Dennis, your own memorial gift may be directed to our
“Saint Dennis Educational Endowment Fund.”
• Your will or other estate plans provide options to direct an amount or percentage of your estate to the
“Saint Dennis Educational Endowment Fund.”
• Required minimum distributions (RMD) from retirement funds offer tax benefits when you designate
your distribution to the “Saint Dennis Educational Endowment Fund.”
The Power to Make It Personal with Sponsor-A-Student Scholarship Program
Circumstances can get in the way of a Catholic education. It is our goal to remove the roadblock of
finances, both for families who think they cannot afford Saint Dennis and for families who experience a
sudden hardship.
In 2016-17 alone, the Saint Dennis Sponsor-A-Student Scholarship Program provided aid to more than
30 families in need. Since the program’s inception in 2007, more than $200,000 of generous support from
parishioners and outside grants has benefited our students and strengthened our parish. This is an annual
income and expense account that supports a real student in real time, today. The program supplements
distributions from the Catholic Endowment Fund. To support a Saint Dennis student in need, please
contact Saint Dennis principal Matt Beisser at (608) 246-5121 or principal@st-dennisschool.org.
“Remember that when you leave this earth you can take with you
nothing that you have received – only what you have given.”
~ Saint Francis of Assisi
www.stdennisparish.org

5

Making a Difference in School and Parish
Tricia Mitmoen has worked at Saint Dennis School for 10 years as a
Teacher Assistant. Currently Tricia is helping the first, second and third
grade classes with reading and math. Tricia and her husband, Randy,
have been members of Saint Dennis Parish for 32 years and their two
children are graduates of Saint Dennis.
Tricia feels Saint Dennis is a very welcoming parish which her
family calls home. She is involved in many ministries such as food/meal
ministry, hospital visitation, Festival event chair, funeral luncheon, and
hospitality for parish missions. In her free time, Tricia likes to do crafts
and bake.
Her advice for new members is to get involved. Tricia has met
many people she calls friends through her involvement at Saint Dennis.
Thank you for your commitment to Saint Dennis Tricia!
~ Rebecca Haverland

SCRIP Makes Giving Easy
You go to the grocery store at least once a week right? The car needs gas, kids need school supplies,
spring clean up and gardening are happening plus there is always a birthday, holiday, graduation or
wedding that needs a gift. All of these items have a scrip card available! Not familiar with scrip? Never
heard of it? Scrip is a gift card program where you buy cards at their full value and a percentage of your
purchase is paid to Home and School and one of several parish program areas: Faith Formation, Building
and Grounds or School. School families can designate their rebates to help pay their tuition.
How do these rebates work? Let’s say you buy a $100 Woodman’s card. It costs $100 and you get
$100 in food or gas. The Woodman’s rebate is 5%. Saint Dennis Home and School gets $2.50 and the
program you designate gets $2.50. Last year, Saint Dennis School raised over $20,000 in rebates!
Scrip can be purchased online, in
the school or parish offices or once a
month after Masses in Fellowship Hall.
Interested in learning more about scrip?
Go to www.stdennisparish.org/scrip. It is
the easiest way to buy gift cards without
going into a busy store and what a great
way to raise money! Any questions
please email stdscrip@yahoo.com.
~ Ann Pitz
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RCIA Inquiry

Do you know of someone who is interested in knowing
more about the Catholic Church? Are you someone who
is interested in knowing more about the Catholic Church?
Have you been baptized into the Catholic Church but
have not had the opportunity to receive the Sacraments
of Confirmation and/or Holy Eucharist and would like to
become a full member of the Church? If your response
to any of the above questions is "yes" or "maybe"
then the RCIA process may be calling your name.
For more information, contact Sister Mary Therese at
(608) 246-5124 or email at mdolan@stdennisparish.org.
Good News Quarterly

Helping People on Their Faith Journey
Sister Mary Therese Dolan has been at Saint Dennis since
2004. Initially hired as a long-term substitute for Sister Eileen
Quinn, she then ran the Faith Formation program and RCIA. Sister
says it’s a joy to witness adult baptism and work with them as they
increase their understanding of our faith while deepening their
relationship with Jesus. She says that they are often drawn to the
Catholic Church because of the love and beauty of the sacraments
and our community.
In addition to the RCIA program, Sister Mary Therese also runs
our RCIC program. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Children is
for children who are kindergarten age or older and have not received the sacraments. She works one on
one with these children, preparing them for the sacraments. Last year, she worked with 15 children from
the school and Faith Formation program. Sister also leads a small faith sharing group as well as being
the facilitator for the Mom’s group which meets every Tuesday during the school year.
~ Janet Dickinson

Mom’s Group Offers Connections
Saint Dennis Mom’s Group provides fellowship, support, coffee and free childcare to moms (or
parents) of any age. Come to share faith or simply put your feet up for an hour while loving grandmas
from our parish care for your children. Occasional meetings cover specific topics (cooking, speakers,
the rosary, Stations for Moms, etc.) The group meets Tuesdays at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall during the
school year and is led by Sister Mary Therese Dolan. If interested in attending, email Monica Simpson
monicasimpson24601@gmail.com.
~ Monica Simpson

Great Beginnings
The installation of 66 solar panels on the Festival storage garages is complete. The solar panels are
connected to the electrical grid and generating electricity. The panels will generate up to 29 megawatt
hours (MWh) per year of pollution-free electricity and as much as 839 MWh over their 30-year lifespan.
Using the savings to purchase wind power will reduce Saint Dennis’ total carbon footprint by 37%.
The Care for Creation Team is working on an online tracking system to monitor our parish electric
production and consumption in real time.
The Team would like to assist parishioners in understanding their own energy usage. It is a
simple process to calculate a carbon footprint and the Team can help parishioners dive in and make
the calculations. The Team is eager to continue leading efforts to reduce the parish family’s collective
environmental footprint and to care for God’s creation.
Care for Creation Team contacts: Steve Coleman at stevenjcoleman@gmail.com or Richard Miller
at rcmiller9@earthlink.net.
~ Richard Miller
www.stdennisparish.org
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The Fabulous Festival of 2017
Starting on Friday, July 28 and running until Sunday, July 30, there was something for everyone at this
year’s Festival. BINGO, a 5K Run/Walk, Flea Market, Book Tent, a gazillion games, food galore, music,
drinks, and most of all, the opportunity to share in our Sunday worship under the amazing sunshine! To
say we were blessed this weekend would be an understatement! Hopefully you were able to share in one
or more of these activities during the 61st Annual Saint Dennis Festival.
A huge shoutout to all of our volunteers, activity chairs, sponsors and you for making this the best
festival yet! A hearty good-bye to two couples who will be leaving the Festival committee this year-Jeff
and Lisa Baudhuin and John and Lisa Stangler. Your willingness to go the extra mile the past couple of
years has been welcomed! And a huge welcome to Erin and Steve Theisen and Diane and Mark Fremgen!
Your energy will keep our spirits going!
From all of us on the committee, thank you for a
fabulous weekend.
~ Ann Pitz, Festival Committee Chair

Festival Raffle Winner

And the winner of the $10,000 raffle
drawing is....Saint Dennis! Thank
you to the person who generously put
down Saint Dennis on their ticket!

8

Good News Quarterly

Sharing Communion with Residents in Area Nursing Homes

Every first Thursday of the month, members of Saint Dennis Parish bring Communion to Belmont and
Karmenta Nursing Homes. At Belmont, residents are brought Communion to their rooms. At Karmenta,
we hold a Word & Communion Service and then visit residents who are unable to participate in the large
service.

We also visit Oak Park Place, both the Nursing Home and the Assisted Living. Mass and a Word &
Communion Service are each held once a month at the Nursing Home. We also visit the Assisted Living
Center at Oak Park Place each month.
We are always looking for others to join our team. If you feel this ministry might be something you
would like to do, please contact Deacon David at dhendrickson@stdennisparish.org or the parish office
at (608)246-5124.
~ Deacon David Hendrickson

Saint Vincent de Paul: Helping Our Neighbors
Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer to “help our neighbors in need?” The Saint Dennis
Conference of Saint Vincent de Paul may be just the opportunity for you! September Food Drive and
used clothing drives in the months of October and April, called Bundle Sundays, are ways the council
provides assistance. You can also volunteer to work at our customer choice food pantry at our Center for
Vincentian Charity on Fish Hatchery Road or you can choose to attend our conference meetings on the
first Monday of every month. In addition, we do home visits to “help our neighbors in need”. These are
just some of the volunteer opportunities that our conference has to offer. If you are interested in finding
out more about our Saint Dennis Conference of Saint Vincent de Paul, contact Bill Bessler at (608)3010263 or besslerfamily4@juno.com. We would love to hear from you!
~ Bill Bessler, President Saint Dennis Conference of Saint Vincent de Paul

Luke House Delivers the Comfort of Food and Company
The building at 310 South Ingersoll Street in Madison contains a very special community program.
The formal name is the Community Meal Program, but most know it as Luke House. Luke House provides
free meals Sunday through Thursday every week. Saint Dennis Parish is fortunate to be responsible for
dinner on the fourth Thursday of every month, when more than 50 parishioners participate in preparing
and serving a meatloaf meal for up to 120 people. 
Our team of volunteers arrives at Luke House by 5:00 pm to set up tables and prepare the meal. We
gather before the meal for introductions, prayer and to receive our work assignments from dishwashing
to serving food. The meal is served from 5:45 pm - 6:30 pm. The team of volunteers is encouraged to sit
down and share the meal with the guests. By 7:00 pm clean up is completed and the Saint Dennis team
packs it in, ready to do it all again the following month.
I n Luke 3:10, people ask John the Baptist, “What should we do?” He tells them that anyone who has
food should share it. To learn more about the Luke House Ministry contact DeWayne Kennedy-Parker at
(608)241-8732 or email at dewayne.kennedyparker@slh.wisc.edu.
~ DeWayne Kennedy-Parker
www.stdennisparish.org
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Staff Filled with Anticipation as Students
Head Back to School
The Festival is done, the back to school ads are out and the teachers and staff at Saint Dennis Catholic
School are ready to come back to school.
Do you ever ask yourself, “What makes teachers and staff want to come back to school?” All of the
staff that answered my recent email said they can’t wait to see the kids and how much they have grown
over the summer. Ms. Troia, who helps with teaching math and reading, is excited to see the progress
the kids make throughout the year. Ms. Maxson, who teaches our science classes, is looking forward to
working with this group of eighth-graders! Kindergarten teacher Ms. Romaniak is looking forward to
watching the excitement of the first day of school with her new group. Mrs. Brochtrup, our art teacher, is
looking forward to new faces and new opportunities to create something beautiful. Mrs. Dorn, our fifth
grade teacher is ready to see all the smiling faces! Mrs. Ann Marie, our Music Teacher, is excited about
teaching 4K Music this year. As for me, I can’t wait to see all the smiling faces getting off the bus every
morning excited to start a brand new day!
~ Ann Pitz, Saint Dennis School Teacher

God is on the Move!					
Our Faith Formation year will be kicking off with our required parent/student meetings for the K-8
program on September 18 during regular class times (3:45 pm - 5:00 pm or 6:15 pm - 7:30 pm). We
will be going over important program information and changes, signing up for volunteer opportunities,
hearing about “extra” events offered to our youth and meeting your child’s catechist.			
Students in the Confirmation program will have a required parent/student meeting on Sunday,
September 24 from 9:00 am - 11:30 am. Important information regarding steps needed to prepare for this
sacrament will be presented and questions answered.
All youth were to have registered by August 31, but if you would still like to enroll your child in our
program, please contact Jacque Childs at (608)246-5124 or jchilds@stdennisparish.org.		
We look forward to growing in faith with your children!
~ Lisa Harms, Faith Formation Coordinator Grades K-8

Buy your Bucky
Book from Us!

We will be selling Bucky Books after
Masses in September for $35 a piece
and in the Parish Office. All money
raised will go to support our catechists
in our Faith Formation program.
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Party Bus - November 3

Watch for information for our first middle
and high school Party Bus of the year! Join
us as we venture to Rocky’s for pizza, head
out to bowling and end at Rockin’ Jump
for a late-night jumping extravaganza. This
event fills up quickly. Questions: email Lisa
Harms at lharms@stdennisparish.org.
Good News Quarterly

VBS

(Continued from page 1.)
During these three days, 52 students learned how Jesus is the “Light of the World” and how he gives
us hope, courage and power. Our spelunkers rotated through stations where they played spelunker sports,
made crafts, ate themed snacks, explored hands-on science lessons and went spiritually deeper at our
“Deep Bible Quest” station. Highlights included cracking our own geodes, crawling through a “real”
cave, recreating a Bible story while
in a real canoe and pretend storm,
and singing and dancing to music
together each day.
Thank you to all those who
helped put on an amazing Cave
Quest where we grew stronger
in our faith, built our community
of disciples and made a new
connection with our Belizean
friends.
~ Lisa Harms, Faith Formation
Coordinator Grades K-8

www.stdennisparish.org
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Pope Francis Tweets

Saint of the Day

@Pontifex

Saint Teresa of Avila

Hope is the virtue of a heart that doesn’t
lock itself into darkness, that doesn’t dwell
on the past, but is able to see a tomorrow.

Accustom yourself continually to make many
acts of love, for they enkindle and melt the soul.

August 6

October 15

BY THE NUMBERS: The 5th Annual Saint Dennis Golf Scramble. . . .

Thank you golfers and sponsors for making our August 26 event such a
big success! Here’s HOW big:
•

Participating golfers of all ages and skill levels: 92

•

Exciting raffle items: 23

•

Corporate and personal sponsors: 31

Plus an immeasurable amount of fun, fellowship, and community-building!
Best of all, these numbers generated over $8000 to update technology
for Saint Dennis School and Faith Formation students. With gratitude from
your grateful Golf Committee: Jacque Childs, Bob Dye, Scott Feit, Jack Gugger, Grayson Harms, Jim Hronek, Judy
Hronek, Kristine Jaeger, Colleen Martine, Dan Ott and Bill Wheeler.
~ Bill Wheeler

