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Mission Accomplished!

In 2016, Saint Dennis Lighthouse Ministries learned about a 
school in the small Belize village of Duck Run II that was 
structurally unsafe.  In addition, during the rainy season, 

the classrooms had several inches of water on the floor.  A 
dangerous fungus known as histoplasma lurked in the ceiling 
in one of the classrooms due to a bat infestation. This fungus 
posed a serious health risk to the children and teachers. 

We knew we had to help. The only solution was to build a new school.  Over a 
two year journey, with Deacon David’s leadership and steadfast determination, 
countless hours of hard work by the building committee board in Belize and 
Saint Joseph families, many generous donations, constant prayer and trust in 
a loving God, Saint Joseph School is completed and the students started the 
school year in a beautiful new building. Not only do the children have a safe 
environment to learn, but the village now has a hurricane shelter.

On Sunday, November 10, the school was dedicated and members of Saint 
Dennis participating in the annual mission trip were present for a liturgy, 
program and ribbon-cutting ceremony. The program recognized Lighthouse, 
Saint Dennis and the many other groups who worked together to bring the 
dream of a new school to fruition.
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Spoiler Alert: Giving Must Be A Way of Life
In the past few months, I’ve had 
the privilege of celebrating three 
beautiful weddings: Mike and 
Corissa Uselmann, Tyler and Jody 
Kroneman, and Dan and Courtney 
Griese. I’ve encouraged these 
couples to make giving a way of 
life in their marriages. So, spoiler 
alert: if you attend a wedding of 
mine in the future, you might hear 
this theme! 

But, it’s true, and more 
importantly, it’s biblical. Saint Paul 
reminds us, “I have shown you in 
all things that by working hard in 
this way we must help the weak, 
remembering the words that the 
Lord Jesus himself said, ‘There 
is more happiness in giving than 
in receiving’” (Acts 20:35). And 
again, Saint Paul encourages us, 
“You should each give, then, as 
you have decided, not with regret 
or out of a sense of duty; for God 
loves the one who gives gladly” 
(2 Cor. 9:7).  In other words, it is 

better to give than to receive, and 
God loves a cheerful giver. 

A popular Christian book on this 
topic is “The Five Love Languages” 
by Gary Chapman. Chapman hits the 
nail on the head. He says that there 
are different ways of giving in our 
daily lives. Namely, there are five 
ways of giving, or “love languages,” 

which include words of affirmation, 
acts of service, quality time, physical 
touch, and gifts.

No matter which way you choose to 
give: Give generously, give cheerfully, 
and make giving a way of life in your 
marriage. 

~ Father Steve Brunner 

Preparing for the Sacrament  
of Baptism 
Are you planning to have your child baptized? Are you wondering what you 
have to do to prepare for this sacrament? 

If this is your first child to be baptized, you will need to attend a Baptism 
preparation class. At the class, you will learn about the responsibility of 
raising your child in the Catholic faith. You will learn about the history 
of this entry-level sacrament. The signs and symbols of baptism will be 
explained, as well as discussion of the actual ceremony. You will learn ways 
to incorporate Catholic traditions into your home and your daily lives. The 
importance of the role of godparents is also discussed. 

Classes are held every six weeks on Thursday evenings. To register for a 
class and to receive the needed paperwork, please contact Carol at the 
Parish Office at 608-246-5124.

If you have other questions about the sacrament of Baptism, contact Pat 
Hendrickson at 608-246-5127. 

~ Pat Hendrickson
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Bishop Hying Brings Catechism to Life
Early this fall, Saint Dennis hosted Bishop Donald Hying for a series of 
evenings exploring the rich teaching contained within the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. Launching the series with a review of “The Profession 
of Faith,” subsequent evenings covered “The Christian Mystery” and our 
sacramental life, “Life in Christ” and the social teaching of the Catholic 
Church, and concluded with an evening led by Father Randy on “Christian 
Prayer”.

The series was well attended with parishioners from across the diocese and 
beyond gathering to learn about the Catechism, which presents the “essential 
and fundamental content of Catholic faith and morals in a complete and 
summary way.” (FAQ about the Catechism of the Catholic Church, USCCB.
org) Copies of the Catechism were made available to all those attending. 
Participants were encouraged to extend their learning by exploring the text of 
the Catechism on their own.

The Bishop’s talks are available on the parish website. They are posted in 
their entirety as well as particular topics and teachings.  

~ Kathy Markeland

Food Prep Appreciation 
Thanks to the kitchen crew who provided us with delicious treats for 
our fellowship after Bishop Hying’s series, Know Your Faith to Grow 
Your Faith. We appreciate all your hard work and hospitality which 
made our fellowship time a great parish event.

US Catholic Bishops Launch Pledge Campaign 
for Civil Dialogue
What does it mean to love our neighbors in the 
midst of such a divisive climate? Catholics are 
called to bring the best of ourselves and our faith 
to the public square—and yet today, many shy away 
from such involvement because our national and 
local conversations are filled with anger and harsh 
language, often directed at people themselves. As 
Catholics, we must model a better way. We invite 
you to model love for neighbor by pledging to 

Civilize It and committing to civility, clarity, and 
compassion this election year. Civilize It: Dignity 
Beyond the Debate is a non-partisan call to focus 
on the dignity of all people, even those with whom 
we disagree, and to put faith in action. Make room 
in your heart for those with whom you disagree and 
pledge dignity beyond the debate today at  
CivilizeIt.org!

Pope Francis 
Tweets

@Pontifex

November 14
God has entrusted us with His 
greatest gifts: our life, the lives 
of others, and so many different 
gifts for each person. He 
invites us to make these talents 
bear fruit with audacity and 
creativity.
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A Space for All at Faith Formation
We are just about halfway through 
our Faith Formation year...and 
what a year it has been! With over 
45 trained catechists, multiple 
volunteers and a record number 
of students, we are growing our 
faith each and every class. We try 
hard to keep our students active, 
engaged and invested in their 
time here by switching activities 
every 15 minutes, doing numerous 
hands-on projects, participating in 
break-out sessions with Deacon 
David or myself, and beginning 
and ending with a variety of 
different forms of prayer. 

Our local drive first semester for 
the Catholic Multicultural Center 
was very generously supported. 
The students were excited to see 
how many pounds of food they 
donated and were happy to know 
that they made a difference in the 

lives of our neighbors right here in 
Madison. 

New this year, we invited parents/
grandparents into Fellowship Hall 
each class time for a place to relax, 
enjoy snacks, access free wi-fi and 
learn more about their faith. We 
worked our way through Bishop 
Barron’s “Pivotal Players” series and 
the feedback has been extremely 
positive. We hope to continue to 
grow our adult crowd Mondays and 

will be starting another series second 
semester.  

Our Mondays at Saint Dennis are 
certainly bustling with activity and 
people. They are filled with the most 
amazing children who are eager to 
learn more about their faith and their 
catechists who are so dedicated in 
leading them to Jesus. We truly are 
blessed! 

~ Lisa Harms 

Fellowship Donuts – How Sweet It Is!
Thanks to the Women of Saint Dennis, Knights of Columbus, Stewardship 
Commission, Boy Scout Troop 149 and, recently added, Saint Dennis Home and 
School for providing hospitality and smiles to fellowship following our weekend 
Masses. Sue Besler coordinates all the groups and makes sure there is plenty of 
food and drink. Snacks on Saturday and donuts on Sunday welcome all those 
who stop for friendly conversations. It is a great way to meet new people and 
catch up with friends. In addition, you can always hear conversations about 
the ups and downs of the Wisconsin sports teams. The fourth Saturday adds a 
cheery note when wine is served. That smell of good coffee brewing on Sunday 
mornings is not to be missed. Schommer’s Piggly Wiggly provides the amazing 
donuts. The creamed-filled ones are the best. Just sayn’!

~Jacque Childs

Dave & Busters Trip 
January 19, 2020
Attention middle and high school students! Save the date to beat 
the winter blues and have some fun. We will have our own party 
room complete with a delicious “teen-friendly” buffet, unlimited 
video games and $20 for ticketed games. Find the forms and 
more information at www.stdennisparish.org/youth-ministry.

Christmas Pageant 
December 16 at 6:30 pm
Join the youth of our parish as they reenact the glorious night 
when Jesus was born. A cookie reception will follow and all are 
welcome.
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A teacher at Saint Joseph told us that the children were always sick last year with coughs and colds and now the kids 
are healthy. She said that “the kids want to come to school and absenteeism is down. I notice a difference in the children 
and see a new happiness in their bright faces. The children have a more positive attitude and this lifts me up”.

With grateful hearts, we celebrate yesterday’s memories of Saint Joseph, today’s blessings, tomorrow’s adventure and a 
promise of a bright future for the beautiful children of Saint Joseph School. 

~ Barb Uselman

 Belize
Continued from page 1
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Learning to Live through Grief
Grieving is a painful but necessary process when we lose 
someone we love. We grieve because we love. The loss 
of someone we love can leave us feeling untethered and 
off-balance. Sharing our grief with others who have also 
suffered loss can provide a safe space for us to express our 
feelings and to learn from one another. Learning to accept 
and experience our grief can help us to move forward in 
hope.

Saint Dennis offers a Grief Support group in the spring 
and in the fall for parish members and others who have 
experienced the death of a loved one. The spring session, 
“Moving Through Grief,” focuses on feelings, stages of 
grief, letting go and acceptance. The fall session, “No 
One Cries the Wrong Way,” is a video series that explores 
the process of individual grieving within the context of 
Christian faith. Both the spring and the fall sessions meet 
for four consecutive weeks with a fifth reunion session 
occurring a few weeks later. The reunion sessions focus 
on celebrating the persons being remembered.  

Guided by a facilitator, the group participants listen to 
and support each other as they explore grief and its 
impact on our lives. Participants learn that grieving has no 
timeline and no one-size-fits-all pattern. However, there 
are common emotions and concerns that most people 
experience. Identifying these can provide reassurance and 
comfort to participants and help them to realize they are 
not alone. 

~ Patti Metcalf

Circle of Friends
The Circle of Friends is a facet of the Saint Dennis 
Grief Ministry. This group meets three times per year 
and includes the grief team and fourteen additional 
volunteers. Circle volunteers use phone calls, cards 
and notes to reach out to parish members who have 
experienced a death in their family. They maintain 
contact for one year after a death and send out a 
special remembrance at Christmas and a greeting 
card at Easter. The cards are designed and created by 
the children in Faith Formation. In addition, members 
supply refreshments for the spring and fall Grief Support 
sessions. 

~ Patti Metcalf

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Congratulations to all of our second graders for receiving 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the end of November. 
They prepared in their classes at school and Faith 
Formation, attended a retreat and worked through 
material with their families at home. We are so proud 
of you all and thrilled that you were able to experience 
God’s amazing 
forgiveness and 
love. Remember, 
this was the first 
time but it doesn’t 
have to be the last! 

~ Lisa Harms 



Good News Quarterly  |  Volume 20  |  Issue 4  |  Winter 2019   7

Saint Dennis Parish Newsletter Team 
Editor-in-Chief:  Reverend Randy J. Timmerman    Publisher:  Stewardship Commission 
Staff Liaison:  Lisa Harms  Committee: Jacque Childs, Janet Dickinson, Sue Gundlach, Kathy Markeland,  
Kim Morris and Ann Pitz.

Centered On Christ
We are making progress on “Breaking the Chains of 
Debt”!   

Our original loan balance was $1,535,910  and we 
began making monthly payments in February, 2019.  
Since then we have paid over $435,000 off the principal 
and over $52,000 in interest.  

Please consider making an additional year-end gift as 
we pay down on our debt.  Our church redesign has 
brought a renewed energy to our parish.  Know of 
my gratitude for your response and may our families 
and the Saint Dennis family of faith continue to keep 
“Centered on Christ.”

~Reverend Randy J. Timmerman

Giving Tree Generates 
Generosity
The Saint Dennis Home 
and School is very excited 
about their new adventure 
called “The Giving Tree.” 
Each teacher was asked 
to come up with some 
items that they would like 
to have in their classroom. 
Tags were made up and 
the Giving Tree was 
created. Home and School 
displayed it during SCRIP 
weekend in October and 
it was a HUGE success. 
The teachers would like 
to thank all of the donors 
that purchased much-
needed items from the 
tree. Watch for the tree to 
appear again sometime 
soon!

~ Ann Pitz

Praying & Playing with Father 
Steve
What do the playground, gym, hot lunch, and extended 
care after school have to do with Father Steve? Well...
he can be found doing all of the above on any given day 
of the week!  Father Steve has become a popular figure 
playing Panda Ball, climbing on the playground structure, 
attending gym classes and eating snack with the kids 
after school. He also is a familiar figure these days in 
the classrooms at Saint Dennis whether it be teaching 
about the New Testament to the middle schoolers, 
talking about the Saints with the fourth and fifth graders, 
sharing his knowledge about the parts of the Mass with 
the third graders or talking with the second graders. He 
shares his love for teaching and the Church very well 
with our 
children. 

~ Ann Pitz
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Weekend Mass Times:
Saturday 4:00 pm
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Connect with Saint Dennis Parish
608-246-5124

Email: 
office@stdennisparish.org

Website: 
stdennisparish.org

Facebook: 
facebook.com/SaintDennisParish

From Father Randy:
When my praise runs out it turns into pride.

The most important thing we do in the course of a week as the local Church is to offer the Eucharist. Sunday Mass is 
the one hour a week whereby we set aside our own agendas, personal priorities and offer praise to God. It is the one 
hour a week that we are not focused on ourselves but on the necessity of offering thanks to God. Parents often drill 
into their children “can you not give one hour of thanks to God for all that God has given you this past week?”

There is a great spirit of joy and praise upon the house of Saint 
Dennis, particularly when we gather for Eucharist. It is evident in 
the increasing number of people attending Mass each weekend, 
the uplifting music, practical homilies and a snowballing amount 
of hospitality and fellowship after Mass (23 dozen donuts each 
weekend!!).  Eighty-three new households have registered in the 
past six months!

In this Advent season, we are challenged not to miss what this 
liturgical time is all about. It has to do with the miracle of the 
Incarnation, the incredible claim that our God took on flesh in Jesus 
and dwells with us still in word and sacrament, in the community 
and in our hearts, 

What greater response can there be than to offer praise and thanks 
for all that God has done for us?


